
	  
	  
Summer STEAM Workshop 
Monday, June 26th 9am-3:30pm 
$35/teacher; $30 for museum and CAEA members (includes lunch) 
 
Breakout Session Descriptions  
 
Into the Shadows (Elementary) 
Taught by Andrew Fotta and Nicolas Villagra, STEM Educators, Connecticut Science Center 
 

What is the nature of light and shadow?  Explore how artists depict light in paintings and other media, and see 
how the use of light in paintings changed from the medieval period to the Renaissance and beyond.  Use 
lamps, lasers, and mirrors to harness light, manipulate shadows, discover the properties of light, and replicate 
light depicted in works of art from the collection.  
 
Making a Manuscript (Elementary) 
Taught by Johanna Miller, School and Teacher Programs Specialist, Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art 
 

How were books made before the printing press? Learn about the different natural resources used to create 
medieval manuscripts through close looking, tactile objects, and storybooks. Then create paint with pigments 
and a binder to illuminate your own manuscript page. 
 
Design Challenge: Math around the House! (Elementary) 
Taught by Angela Parker, Docent and Tour Programs Manager, Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art 
 

Find out how artisans use math to design the furniture in our homes. Learn about Federal-era and modern 
American furniture and complete design challenges that include addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
symmetry, and fractions. 
 
Smart Art: Technology &  Human Emotion (Secondary) 
Taught by Lauren T. Cross, Youth and Community Programs Manager, Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art 
 

Technology is advancing, and so is art! Explore the ways that contemporary artists use technology to elicit 
human emotions and convey human experiences. Then, work in a small group and create a mockup of a light-
based art installation using LEDs and simple circuits. 
 
3Dà2D: Constructing Space with Linear Perspective (Secondary) 
Taught by Janna Israel, Adult and Academic Programs Manager, Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art 
 

Using works from the collections of the Wadsworth Atheneum and early modern texts, this session will explore 
the development of single-point geometric perspective and its evolution in painting as a method of 
representing three-dimensional space.  
 
Arches, Columns, and Ivory Towers (Secondary) 
Taught by Stacey Queen, Education Assistant, Amistad Center for Art & Culture 
 

Discover the innovative ways African American designers of the 18th and 19th centuries created institutions of 
higher learning, and how many of those techniques are used in modern and contemporary building designs. 
During this session teachers will explore the engineering and history of Greco-Roman architecture and its 
influence on American museums, libraries, and college campuses.  
 


