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The Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art actively supports 
PreK-12 educators in their quest to bring the best in art 
and culture to their students. We invite you to expand 
the walls of your classroom this school year by using our 
permanent collection and special exhibitions to provide 
new methods of discovery and engagement for your 
students. Let our collection inspire and support your 
classroom instruction through the various programs listed 
in this brochure. 

Museum History
Hartford resident Daniel Wadsworth (1771–1848), an amateur 
artist and one of the earliest art patrons in the United States, 
founded the Wadsworth Atheneum in 1842 to share his lifelong 
love of the arts with the public. Dedicated to the preservation 
and presentation of history, literature, and art, this newly 
founded institution of learning was named an “atheneum”  
in honor of Athena, the Greek goddess of wisdom. Today, 
the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, now the oldest 
continuously operating public art museum in the country, 
remains a pioneer in the arts through its world-renowned 
collection, innovative exhibitions, and engaging menu  
of programs for audiences of all ages.

Museum Hours 
Wednesday–Friday 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
First Thursday of each month 11:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m.

Closed: Mondays, Tuesdays, New Year’s Day, the Fourth of July, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas. Please be advised that we close at 3:00 p.m. 
the day before Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day.

Individual Admission   
Members Free
Adults $10
Seniors (Age 62+) $8
Students (Age 13+ or with college ID) $5 
Children (Age 12 and under) Free
First Thursdays (from 5:00–8:00 p.m.) $5

Teachers receive a discounted museum membership. See page 18. 

A $3 fee will be added to all admission prices during our two annual 
fundraisers, Festival of Trees & Traditions (December 5–14, 2014) and 
Fine Art & Flowers (May 1–3, 2015).

Parking
Visit our website at www.thewadsworth.org/parking  
for detailed information on our various parking options.

Thomas Sully
American, born England, 1783–1872
Daniel Wadsworth, 1807
Oil on canvas; 28⅛ x 21⅞ in.
Gift of William P. Wadsworth, 1976.79

Welcome to the Wadsworth

General Museum Information

www.thewadsworth.org/teachers

Education and Visitor Services Department 

Johanna L. Plummer, Georgette Auerbach 
Koopman Director of Education

Carolyn Brown, Visitor Services Associate

Susan Carey, Visitor Services Manager

Lauren T. Cross, Community Programs 
Coordinator

Nina Goodale-Salazar, Resident Teaching Artist

Courtney Hebert, Group Visit Associate

Jama Holchin, Education Assistant

Emily Pacini Ide, School and Teacher 
Programs Specialist

Anne Butler Rice, Public Programs Manager

Wadsworth Atheneum Docent Council
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Connections Gallery:   
Walton Ford’s “Novaya Zemlya” 
Through December 14, 2014

Working in the tradition of the legendary animal painter 
John James Audubon, Walton Ford brings new life to the 
great legacy of American artists who assumed the mantle 
of natural historians of the New World. Ford’s detailed 
animal portraits illustrate the age-old struggle between 
man and nature. His grand watercolors double as complex 
stories, blending depictions of natural history with real-life 
events. 

This interactive installation highlights Ford’s monumental 
painting Novaya Zemlya Still Life, which recounts the 
story of the Dutch explorer Willem Barents, who became 
stranded on the Russian archipelago of Novaya Zemlya in 
1596 while attempting to find a northeast passage to China. 
According to journals from the expedition, Barents and 
his crew were terrorized by polar bears during the long 
Arctic winter and resorted to throwing objects from their 
wrecked ship in order to fend them off. The symbolic 
nature of these objects is explored through a comparison 
with a seventeenth-century vanitas painting alongside a 
selection of Audubon prints. 

Our Permanent Collection
Along with an active program of special exhibitions, 
our galleries are filled with works from our permanent 
collection of over 50,000 objects, ranging from ancient 
bronzes to contemporary art. Visit our website at www.
thewadsworth.org/collection to view a selection of 
artworks from our vast collection.

Works from our collection are often loaned to other 
museums or become parts of traveling exhibitions. Other 
times, works are removed from our galleries to undergo 
conservation or restoration treatment. If you are visiting 
the museum intending to enjoy a particular part of  
our collection, we ask that you call in advance to inquire 
whether it is currently available for public viewing. 

We are currently undergoing a major renovation that is 
slated to be complete in fall 2015. The project is renewing 
thirty-two galleries and fifteen public spaces to improve 
your museum experience. While the museum remains 
open, some galleries may be unavailable. For up-to-date 
information regarding what is on view, please contact our 
Group Visit Associate at (860) 838-4046. 

2014–2015 exhibitions Dates Subject to Change 

Diego Rivera
Mexican, 1886–1957
Young Girl with a Mask, 1939
Oil on canvas; 42¼ x 21½ in.
The Ella Gallup Sumner and  
Mary Catlin Sumner Collection Fund, 1939.579
© 2014 Banco de México Diego Rivera Frida Kahlo Museums Trust, 
Mexico, D.F. / Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York

www.thewadsworth.org/teachers

Walton Ford
American, born 1960
Novaya Zemlya Still Life, 2006
Watercolor, gouache, ink, and graphite on paper
The Douglas Tracy Smith and  
Dorothy Potter Smith Fund, 2006.12.1
Courtesy the artist and Paul Kasmin Gallery 
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2014–2015 exhibitions continued

Reinstallation of Contemporary Art Collection 
Opens January 31, 2015

The reinstallation of our contemporary art collection—
featuring work from 1945 to the present—opens this winter 
in three dedicated galleries that have been newly renovated 
and refurbished. Installation highlights will include 
mid-century abstract paintings and sculpture by Alexander 
Calder, Helen Frankenthaler, Ellsworth Kelly, Willem de 
Kooning, Jackson Pollock, Mark Rothko, and Tony Smith; 
wall drawings and sculpture by Hartford-native  
Sol LeWitt; and a permanent video gallery presenting 
James Nares’s STREET. Beloved masterworks in our 
collection by Duane Hanson, Robert Rauschenberg, 
Cindy Sherman, Bob Thompson, and Andy Warhol  
will complement new acquisitions by Chuck Close, George 
Segal, Kiki Smith, Richard Tuttle, and Kara Walker.  
As 2015 marks the fortieth anniversary of our MATRIX 
series of contemporary art exhibitions, works by such 
artists will be prominently displayed. 

Frohawk Two Feathers/MATRIX 170
On errythang (On everything) 
October 2, 2014–January 4, 2015
 
MATRIX 170 presents the work of Frohawk Two Feathers, 
the artistic alter ego of Umar Rashid, a performer, writer, 
history buff, and visual artist. Blending quasi-history with 
a reimagined counter-narrative, the artist’s epic story focuses  
on the rise of “Frengland”—a union of France and England—in 
1658. Frengland’s complex international saga of exploration, 
colonization, and world domination is documented by Two 
Feathers in an ongoing project that will conclude in 1880. The 
visual narrative is told through portraits of duplicitous royal 
family members, corrupt military leaders, and rebel assassins 
coded with facial tattoos, tribal costumes, military uniforms, 
and accessories. Intricate maps of expeditions and battle sites 
document the progress of this unstoppable superpower. 

Frengland’s territories expand as Two Feathers participates in 
exhibitions around the world, where each new setting becomes 
part of the ongoing story. On errythang (On everything) 
continues the story in the winter of 1791, when the island of 
Manhattan is invaded by Frenglish troops, forcing the king 
of New Holland up the Hudson River in search of a defendable 
fort in Suckiaug, the Native American name for Hartford. 

Frohawk Two Feathers
American, born 1976
Pharaoh of New York, Bonnie Prince Johnnie, Conqueror of the 
Dutch in North America and self-styled Liberator of the Lenape, 
Crown ruler of the Lower Hudson, Or, a ruthless thug, out for self, 
snatching cribs and paper on the fly, looking cool in his finery, 2014
Acrylic, ink, coffee, and tea on paper
Courtesy the artist and Morgan Lehman Gallery, New York 
© Frohawk Two Feathers

Chuck Close
American, born 1940
Self-Portrait, 2007 
203-color screenprint
Paper size: 74½ x 57¾ in.; image size: 68 x 52¼ in. 
Edition of 80
The Douglas Tracy Smith and Dorothy Potter Smith Fund, 2013.4.1
Published by Pace Editions, Inc.
Photograph courtesy Pace Prints
© Chuck Close, courtesy Pace Gallery
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2014–2015 exhibitions continued

Michael C. McMillen/MATRIX 171 
January 31–May 3, 2015

Reflecting on his childhood visits to Coney Island, the artist 
Michael C. McMillen explains, “There, somewhere within the 
complex of worn rides and faded attractions, I recall visiting 
a walk-through display tunnel of life-size tableaux depicting 
famous murders and other social malfunctions. It was both 
strangely fascinating and familiar. Growing up in Santa 
Monica, the Ocean Park Pier held a powerful draw for me . . . 
there was something about this unexpected encounter with the 
terrible side of human nature and the crudely sensational way 
it was depicted that was simultaneously riveting, repellant, and 
haunting. Years later as a young artist thinking about how to 
engage an audience, I recalled and recognized the power of the 
immersive environment.”

In MATRIX 171, McMillen will create such a space 
through moving shadows, light, and wall projections that 
create an atmospheric setting for a collection of unusual 
curiosities and mysterious artifacts. He will integrate 
objects from his 1973 MFA project, The Traveling 
Mystery Museum, including the head of the Mystery 
Mummy and Hanna the Fortune-Telling Mouse. The 
alluring installations Lighthouse (Hotel New Empire) 
(2010) and The Observatory (2013) will also be featured. 

This exhibition is a contemporary companion piece to Coney Island: 
Visions of an American Dreamland, 1861–2008. 

Michael C. McMillen
American, born 1946
Lighthouse (Hotel New Empire), 2010
Mixed media with digital motion picture; 8½ x 11 x 12 ft. (overall) 
Courtesy of the artist and L. A. Louver, Venice, California

Coney Island: Visions of an  
American Dreamland, 1861–2008 
January 31–May 31, 2015 

Coney Island: Visions of an American Dreamland, 1861–
2008 will be the first major exhibition to use the visual arts 
as a lens to explore the lure that Coney Island has exerted on 
American culture. An extraordinary array of artists viewed 
Coney Island as a microcosm of the American experience—
from its beginnings as a watering hole for the wealthy, 
through its transformation into an entertainment mecca for 
the masses, to the closing of Astroland Amusement Park 
following decades of urban decline. By exploring depictions 
of “the people’s beach” ranging from works by the 
Impressionists William Merritt Chase and John Henry 
Twachtman to modern and contemporary images by 
Diane Arbus, Walker Evans, Red Grooms, Yasuo 
Kuniyoshi, Reginald Marsh, Joseph Stella, Swoon, and 
George Tooker, this exhibition will investigate America’s 
playground as both a place and an idea.

Coney Island: Visions of an American Dreamland will 
feature more than 130 paintings, drawings, photographs, 
prints, posters, architectural artifacts, and carousel 
animals, supplemented by ephemera and film clips.  
It will be the first exhibition in our newly expanded and 
renovated special-exhibition galleries.

Reginald Marsh
American, 1898–1954  
Wooden Horses, 1936
Tempera on board
The Dorothy Clark Archibald and Thomas L. Archibald Fund,
The Krieble Family Fund for American Art, The American Paintings 
Purchase Fund, and The Ella Gallup Sumner and Mary Catlin 
Sumner Collection Fund, 2013.1.1
© 2014 Estate of Reginald Marsh / Art Students League, New York / 
Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York
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This Is My Story, This Is My Song 
February–October 2015

Frederick Douglass’s autobiographies, Harriet Beecher 
Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin, William Wells Brown’s 
Clotelle, and Harriet Jacobs’s Incidents in the Life of a 
Slave Girl—these authors and the books they wrote 
helped establish a literary tradition and a cultural 
archetype. Douglass and other narrators forced open 
the category of public intellectual and freedom fighter 
to include formerly enslaved blacks. Successive 
generations of African-American author-activists 
would follow and continue fighting for equality. James 
Baldwin, William Grimes, James Weldon Johnson, 
Martin Luther King Jr., Ann Petry, and Paul Robeson 
all used text or music to claim the originality of 
African-American history in the Americas and 
promoted that history as a tool in the fight for equality, 
dignity, and justice. With books and images from The 
Amistad Center for Art & Culture’s collection and loans 
from partner institutions, This Is My Story, This 
Is My Song follows the history of a literary tradition 
emphasizing African-American historical timelines, the 
evolution of the author-activist as public intellectual, 
and the significance of memoir, essay, novel, and song 
to the Civil Rights Movement. 

Presented by The Amistad Center for Art & Culture. 

Sol LeWitt
American, 1928–2007
MATRIX poster, 1974
Color lithograph on paper
Commissioned through MATRIX, a changing exhibition  
of contemporary art, with funds granted by the  
National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency, 1994.46.2
© 2014 The LeWitt Estate / Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York

Group Visits (860) 838-4046 tours@wadsworthatheneum.org

2014–2015 exhibitions continued

Mottke Weissman
James Baldwin, 1963
Gelatin silver print
The Amistad Center  
for Art & Culture
1992.2.36

James Baldwin
The Fire Next Time, 1963
Book
The Amistad Center  
for Art & Culture
2013.1.1

Connections Gallery: MATRIX @ 40
February–December 2015

MATRIX 1–3, featuring the work of Ellsworth Kelly, 
Jess, and Sol LeWitt, opened at the Wadsworth 
Atheneum on January 7, 1975. Over the past forty 
years, our MATRIX program has mounted more than 
one thousand works of art by more than 160 emerging 
artists from around the world. MATRIX continues to be 
a forum for art that is challenging, current, and 
sometimes controversial and presents exhibitions that 
call into question preconceptions about art while 
increasing an understanding of its possibilities. This 
series of installations will highlight the history of this 
seminal program.
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Hartford Youth Art Renaissance 
April 25–May 24, 2015

Creativity and talent take center stage in this inspiring 
exhibition produced in partnership with Hartford 
Public Schools. Join us as we celebrate the forty-second 
Hartford Youth Art Renaissance with a collection of 
artworks created by students in prekindergarten 
through twelfth grade on view at both the museum and 
Hartford Public Library. Come revel in the artistic 
excellence of Hartford youth and leave inspired!

The Hartford Youth Art Renaissance has fostered the 
future artistic leaders of Hartford since its establishment 
as a community art contest in 1973 and continues to do 
so as part of our Community Engagement Initiative, 
launched in 2008 with the goal of providing greater access 
to the museum. 

www.thewadsworth.org/teachers

2014–2015 exhibitions continued
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“Our docent was energetic and brought the 
paintings and sculpture to life. She was flexible 
answering students’ questions, and her positive 
attitude motivated the group. My students left 
yearning for more!”

Planning Your Visit 

“What was most memorable was the interaction 
between the students and the artworks. Our docent 
asked questions that students understood and 
could answer, which led to deeper understanding.”

All school visits must have a confirmed appointment. 
To book with our Group Visit Associate, simply 
complete the online School Group Reservation Form at 
www.thewadsworth.org/schoolreservations or call 
(860) 838-4046. Reservations must be made at least 
three weeks in advance. Space is limited. Please note 
that the submission of your reservation request does not 
guarantee your tour date and time until you receive a 
confirmation via e-mail or post. Groups without a scheduled 
appointment may not be able to enter the museum. 

Group Arrival and Departure 
Plan on arriving fifteen minutes before your scheduled 
tour time in order to check in, pay admission fees, 
organize students into tour groups, and meet docents. 
School groups arriving more than fifteen minutes late  
are not guaranteed their scheduled tour. 

All school groups are welcome to browse The Museum 
Shop, where there are items to accommodate every budget. 
Allow ample time after your tour if you plan to visit.

Chaperone Requirements 
Docent-guided: One teacher/chaperone per 15 students
Self-guided: One teacher/chaperone per 10 students
PreK, Summer Camp, and Summer School Visits: One 
teacher/chaperone per 7 students

Groups arriving without the required numbers of chaperones 
will not be admitted. Groups must remain together with 
their teachers and chaperones at all times, including those 
who select to self-guide after a tour. Chaperones must 
accompany groups visiting The Museum Shop.
     
Rescheduling and Cancellation Policies 
To change, reschedule, or cancel a tour, please call our 
Group Visit Associate at least twenty-four hours in 
advance. Rescheduling is allowed as space permits. To 
cancel less than twenty-four hours prior to your scheduled 
visit, call and leave a message at (860) 838-4182. If your 
school has a delayed opening or closes due to inclement 
weather, your museum visit is cancelled automatically.  

Reserved Group Visit Hours and Fees 
Wednesday–Friday
Docent-guided: 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Self-guided: Noon–4:00 p.m.

School Groups: $5/student or chaperone 

Schools with a Hartford Zip Code: FREE for  
students and chaperones

A $3 fee will be added to all admission prices during our two annual 
fundraisers, Festival of Trees & Traditions (December 5–14, 2014) 
and Fine Art & Flowers (May 1–3, 2015). 

Fees are subject to change.
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Sketching Policies Subject to Change
If your students will be sketching in the galleries with a 
pad that is larger than 9” x 12”, this information must 
be approved ahead of time with your group reservation. 
Our Group Visit Associate will send you a Sketching 
Guidelines Form that must be completed and reviewed 
by a Protection Services Officer upon your arrival. 
When approved, the officer will give you a Sketching Pass 
for the visit. We ask that you remind students to be 
respectful of other visitors’ access to artworks and 
pathways through the galleries while they are sketching. 

Sketching with pencil or charcoal is permitted for works in 
our permanent collection; pens, markers, or other “wet” 
media are prohibited in the galleries. Pencils may be borrowed 
from the admission desk at any time. Sketchbooks may 
not exceed 30" x 24”, and students’ drawings must differ in 
size from the original by at least two inches. Sketches may 
not be reproduced, duplicated, broadcast, sold, or used for 
any commercial purpose without the written consent of the 
Wadsworth Atheneum. Unless otherwise noted, sketching 
is not allowed in special exhibitions. 

Accessibility 
The Wadsworth Atheneum is accessible to visitors with 
mobility limitations. Upon arrival, enter the museum 
on Atheneum Square North. We also offer assistive 
listening devices during visits for the hard-of-hearing 
as well as Verbal Imaging tours for the blind and 
visually impaired. ASL interpreters may be available 
with at least five weeks advance booking, with bilingual 
docents available on a limited basis. To reserve any  
of these services, ask our Group Visit Associate when 
scheduling your visit.  

Off-Site Lunch Options 
No indoor facilities for student lunches are available  
at the museum. Call (860) 838-4046 for a list of 
suggested options nearby.

Our Convenient Downtown Location 

Planning Your Visit continued

www.thewadsworth.org/teachers
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TOUR THEMES 

Story Book Hour (grades PreK and K)

Students enjoy the adventure of connecting reading and 
words to art through the creative window of stories, myths, 
and tall tales. 

Learning to Look (grades K–8)

Students learn about the elements of art, artistic 
vocabulary, and the museum experience through careful 
looking, critical thinking, and lively discussion. 

Step into the Story (grades K–12)

Students examine imagery for narrative elements, learning  
to “read” and interpret works of art through character, setting, 
and plot. This tour is available beginning February 2015. 

“The most significant thing was how engaged the 
students were. I looked at the students several 
times, and they were all staring at the artworks 
with wide eyes and jaws dropped. They were 
interested and in awe.”

Connecticut People and Places (grades 3–8)

Students experience Connecticut’s rich history and culture 
through the events, people, places, and ideas depicted and 
interpreted in works of art in the collection, many of which 
were made by Connecticut artists.  

American Art (grades 3–12)

Students learn to look at visual imagery through an 
exploration of American paintings, sculpture, and decorative 
arts representing the colonial period, the Revolutionary  
and the Civil Wars, westward expansion, the early twentieth 
century, and the contemporary moment. 

Art and Writing (grades 3–12)

Students exercise observational, critical thinking, oral 
presentation, and writing skills, using art as a catalyst.  
A brief writing activity is included. This tour lasts 1 
hour 15 minutes.

Artwise (grades 9–12) 

Students decode visual imagery, explore innovations in art, 
discuss the context of artworks, and experience the museum 
in this “Learning to Look” tour for high school students.  

Docent-guided Visits 
Through inquiry-based discussion, guided tours engage 
students in an active exchange of ideas about art, culture, 
and personal experiences. Students exercise observational, 
critical thinking, and visual literacy skills as they learn  
to look at and interpret works of art from our permanent 
collection and special exhibitions. Tours link the visual arts 
to various curricula, including language arts, history, 
science, social studies, and fine arts. See pages 19 and 20 
for a list of state and national curriculum standards 
addressed through our guided tour program.

Select a tour topic aligned with your students’ interests, 
grade level, and curricular needs. Special exhibitions 
can be woven into most of our tour offerings. Consider 
scheduling multiple visits, which offer an opportunity for 
students to build upon knowledge and skills established 
on previous tours. All teachers who book a tour will receive 
a complimentary Teacher Discovery Pass to explore the 
museum prior to their students’ visit to plan curricular 
connections to be made back in the classroom. Free 
Family Passes will also be distributed to all students who 
participate in a docent-guided tour to encourage a return 
visit with their families. 

Ask our Group Visit Associate about the best tour theme to  
suit your needs by calling (860) 838-4046. Reservations must 
be made at least three weeks in advance of desired visit. 
See the Planning Your Visit section on pages 9 and 10 
for more information about booking a docent-guided visit.

All docent-guided visits last one hour, unless otherwise 
specified.

School Programs 
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Art and Writing Initiative:  
The 1,000 Words Experiment    
They say a picture is worth a thousand words, and judging 
by our dynamic collection, we believe it! Explore our Art 
and Writing Initiative, which provides educators with rich 
curriculum-based programming that develops a wide range 
of students’ literacy skills through carefully looking at and 
writing about art in our permanent collection. 

FIGURATIVELY SPEAKING (grades 3–5)  
Using the aesthetic and expressive qualities of figurative 
artworks, this program cultivates students’ narrative, 
descriptive, and expository writing skills while promoting 
state and national curriculum standards in the language 
and visual arts. Artworks viewed throughout the program 
serve as students’ texts to be closely observed, critically 
analyzed, and thoughtfully interpreted, and subsequently 
act as inspiration for their own compositions. Each grade-
specific experience provides free pre- and post-museum 
visit lesson plans for both classroom and art room use and 
also includes a Figuratively Speaking Art and Writing 
tour. See the Planning Your Visit section on page 9 for more 
information on our tour fees.

Each instructional unit is designed for a specific grade level 
and focuses on one form of writing:

Grade 3 Tell Me a Story  Narrative
Grade 4 Elaboration Nation Descriptive
Grade 5 Similarities and Differences Expository

Visit www.thewadsworth.org/schoolprograms to download 
these free curriculum materials. 

It is advised that teachers schedule their museum visit 
before administering the program’s lesson plans to 
students. Call our Group Visit Associate at (860) 838-4046 
to reserve your tour today. Be sure to mention that you  
are utilizing these curriculum materials when placing your 
call, and you will receive a complimentary disc of images 
studied in this program for classroom use.   

Hands On! (grades K–4)  
Artistic themes, materials, and techniques stimulate 
imaginative thought and creative exploration in this 
program, which includes a 45-minute docent-guided tour 
and a related 45-minute studio art experience with our 
Resident Teaching Artist. All projects go home with 
students. Who says you can’t touch at an art museum?

Maximum Capacity: 50 students/session
Fee: Same as docent-guided visits. See page 9 for details.

THE GREAT SHAPE ESCAPE 
Students act as detectives as they go in search of the 
museum’s missing shapes. Where have all our circles, 
squares, and triangles gone? Through careful 
investigation of art in the galleries, students will 
discover how artists arrange shapes and forms to 
construct meaning. They will explore this basic element 
of art as they create their own abstract sculptures in 
the art studio. 

October 22, 23, 24, 29, 31  
November 5, 6, 7, 13, 14, 19, 20, 21
9:30–11:00 a.m.

YOU’VE REACHED YOUR DESTINATION
Students embark on a breathtaking road trip through our 
galleries as they learn how artists have depicted different 
locations near and far. Buckle your seatbelts! All groups 
will make a pit stop at Coney Island: Visions of an 
American Dreamland, 1861–2008 (see page 6). In the art 
studio, students will put their creativity to the test as they 
build their own imaginary scenes. 

February 4, 5, 11, 12, 18, 19, 25, 26  
March 4,* 5, 11, 12,* 18, 19, 25,* 26*
9:30–11:00 a.m. 
*11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 

www.thewadsworth.org/teachers

School Programs continued

“My students learned about the importance of 
character traits, personal motivations, and 
feelings by practicing narrative writing inspired 
by the art they observed.”
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Special Opportunities for Hartford Schools 
FREE ADMISSION FOR STUDENTS 
Students attending a school with a Hartford zip code enjoy 
free admission to the museum year-round. 

FREE BUS PROGRAM    new release date

Hartford teachers calling to reserve a docent-guided 
visit may request free busing to the museum.  
Call (860) 838-4046 starting in August to secure 
transportation. Buses are limited and are distributed 
on a first-come, first-served basis.

SUMMER SCHOLARSHIPS FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
We are pleased to partner with the Hartford Art School in 
providing scholarships for the 2015 Summer High School 
Visual Arts Portfolio Program on the campus of the 
University of Hartford. Scholarships are available to rising 
junior and senior student-artists enrolled at a Hartford 
high school who desire to enhance their artistic portfolios 
in preparation for college admissions. Scholarships cover 
tuition, art supplies, transportation, and a weekly stipend. 
For more information about the program and associated 
scholarships, and to receive application guidelines, call 
(860) 838-4170.  

MUSEUM ON THE MOVE (grade 4) 
Art and Literacy Outreach Program 

Available February–May 2015

Developed collaboratively with Hartford Public Schools, 
this four-week outreach program explores landscapes 
from our permanent collection to improve students’ 
descriptive writing skills. Students learn to “read” and 
describe works of art through the use of art terminology 
in concert with their five senses and personal feelings. 
This program includes active group discussions and 
writing exercises in the classroom and art room, a docent-
facilitated lesson at the school, a docent-guided visit at 
the museum, an art-making activity, and a built-in 
assessment tool. All lessons promote state and national 
curriculum standards in the language and visual arts. 
Busing and teacher curriculum materials are provided.

Eligible schools must be members of Hartford Performs, 
the arts education collaborative serving Hartford Public 
Schools. Please have your school voucher number 
available when making your reservation. Schools not 
participating in this initiative can take advantage of our 
other art and writing programs on pages 11 and 12. 

Group Visits (860) 838-4046 tours@wadsworthatheneum.org

School Programs continued

“As a result of Museum on the Move, my students’ 
writing skills have shown a great deal of improvement 
compared to their previous work. It has been a 
pleasure to be a part of this excellent program.”

“This program helped me become a better artist and 
a better person. I never knew I could do the things 
we did in class. Now I can show my art skills to the 
whole world. I feel ready to take the next step 
because I’m confident in myself. This program 
inspired me to reach my future goal in life—to 
become an art teacher or an artist.” 
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Separated by just one city block, the 
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art and 
Connecticut’s Old State House represent the 
vibrant civic, cultural, and artistic history of 
our community. Join the conversation 
between these two Hartford landmarks by participating 
in the programs for schools and teachers listed below.  

John Trumbull’s Revolutionary War Series 
Due to our ongoing renovation, the series of Revolutionary War 
paintings by John Trumbull (1756–1843) is now on view at the 
Old State House. For more information, call (860) 522-6766.

Election Day Workshop       
[Art] History in Your Own Backyard  
What makes Connecticut unique? How are the stories 
of our state’s past communicated through material 
culture? How do they link to national storylines? 
Encounter the history just outside your backdoor in 
this multisite workshop for classroom and art educators. 
Teachers will explore the intersection between local, 
state, and national history and visual culture with 
gallery sessions taught by museum educators at the 
Wadsworth Atheneum and the Old State House. Visit 
www.thewadsworth.org/schoolprograms/ctoldstatehouse 
for detailed session descriptions.

 Breakout Sessions  
 Participants will select one session from each location:

Picturing Connecticut History through Objects and 
Imagery (WA)

O Say Can You See? Perspectives in American Art (WA)

These Walls Do Talk: Art at the Old State House (OSH)

History in Your Neighborhood (OSH)

Tuesday, November 4, 9:00 a.m.–3:15 p.m.
Fees: $40; $35 for Atheneum, CAEA, and CCSS members; 
$30 for groups of five or more. Lunch included. 
Certificates of Connecticut Professional Development 
Completion available. Four hours on task. 
To register, call (860) 838-4046. Payment required at 
registration. Space is limited.

www.thewadsworth.org/teachers

Partnership with connecticut’s old State house  

John Trumbull, American, 1756–1843
The Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776, 1832
Oil on canvas; 72¼ x 108 in.
Purchased by Daniel Wadsworth and members of the Atheneum 
Committee, 1844.3

The Place Where You Live Multisite Visit (grades 3–12) 
Students embrace the messages found in objects and 
architecture illustrating local and state history as they discover 
their place within this cultural narrative. Visits include hour-
long tours at both the Wadsworth Atheneum and the Old State 
House. Teachers may select from the following tour topics:

Wadsworth Atheneum: Connecticut People and Places 
or American Art. See page 11 for tour descriptions. 
Old State House: These Walls Do Talk: Art at the Old 
State House

Call (860) 838-4046 to reserve your visit today. Teachers 
should plan for this program to last two and a half hours. 

AVAILABILITY AND FEES 
Wednesday–Friday, 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
School Groups: $4/student or chaperone (Wadsworth 
Atheneum) plus $3/student (Old State House). Hartford 
schools may call to see if they quality for free admission.

new
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SUMMER VIEWFINDERS 2015    new   

Conversations in Contemporary Art (1945–present) 

Gain new perspectives as you enjoy the view in this one-
day workshop meant to nurture the nurturer. Participating 
classroom and art educators will be introduced to our 
newly reinstalled galleries of contemporary art through 
inquiry-based dialogue, structured play, and writing 
exercises. Cross-curricular connections will be articulated 
as teachers analyze the work of artists such as Chuck Close, 
Kerry James Marshall, Kiki Smith, Wayne Thiebaud,  
and Kara Walker. Recharge your batteries for the upcoming 
school year through this day of artful inspiration. 
Recommended for teachers of grades 3 through 12.  
See page 5 for installation description. 

Tuesday, June 23, 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.
Fees: $35; $30 for Atheneum and CAEA members;  
$25 for groups of five or more. Lunch included. 
Certificates of Connecticut Professional Development 
Completion available. Five hours on task. 
To register, call (860) 838-4046. Payment required at 
registration. Space is limited. 

Teacher Programs 
Teacher Professional Development 
EVENINGS FOR EDUCATORS 
Join our education and curatorial staff for presentations, 
tours, and hands-on activities that introduce you to our 
special exhibitions and featured permanent collection 
areas. Discover curricular connections as you learn from 
experts in the field and feel inspired to integrate our 
collection into your school day. Refreshments and teacher 
resources are provided. Participating teachers may sign 
in to receive Certificates of Connecticut Professional 
Development Completion. 

Fee: FREE for PreK–12 educators and administrators 

E-mail teachers@wadsworthatheneum.org to register. 
Registration closes one week prior to the program.

FALL 2014

Home Sweet Home: Exploring the Work of Connecticut 
Artists and Craftsmen
Wednesday, October 15, 4:00–7:00 p.m. 

WINTER 2015

Coney Island: Visions of an American Dreamland, 
1861–2008 (see page 6)
Wednesday, February 18, 4:00–7:00 p.m.

A private reception will take place at 3:30 p.m. before 
both programs.

Teacher Programs (860) 838-4170 teachers@wadsworthatheneum.org

“Evenings for Educators provide relevant teaching 
information that is memorable and applicable to 
various parts of the curriculum. They give me an 
opportunity to see the museum’s collection and 
develop lesson plans to add museum visits to my 
students’ learning experience. One of the best 
Wadsworth Atheneum programs ever!”

ELECTION DAY WORKSHOP       

[Art] History in Your Own Backyard (see page 14) 
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APPOINTMENT-BASED WORKSHOPS 
Equip yourself with the tools to readily incorporate the 
visual arts into your daily teaching. All workshops combine 
modeled instruction in the galleries with participatory 
activities and art-historical content that link to core 
academic subjects and curriculum standards. Sessions may 
be booked for PreK-12 educators from a variety of 
disciplines and are designed to appeal to multiple learning 
styles in the classroom. Teachers may request a focus on 
artworks from a specific area of our collection. See the 
provided menu for currently available topics. Certificates of 
Connecticut Professional Development Completion available. 

Fees: Up to 5 contact hours: $35/teacher
Up to 3.5 contact hours: $25/teacher
Offsite Presentations (up to 3.5 contact hours): $40/
teacher plus travel. Capped at $400.
 
A $5/teacher discount will be given to Museum and CAEA members 
as well as pre-service teachers.

To schedule a professional development session, call 
(860) 838-4170 or e-mail teachers@wadsworthatheneum.org. 
Sessions require a minimum of four weeks advance booking. 

Learning to Look 

Discover methods of teaching with artworks across the 
curriculum by developing perceptive eyes. Learn how to 
“read” images as primary sources and to create dialogues 
around works of art with your students. Explore how the 
process of careful looking exercises students’ observational, 
critical thinking, and oral presentation skills.   

Art and Writing 

Learn to incorporate writing into your visual arts curriculum 
or reenergize your current language arts lessons with creative 
writing prompts. Investigate how works of art serve as 
educational vehicles for the development of students’ literacy 
skills in the areas of written description, narration, analysis, 
interpretation, and creative expression.

The ABCs of Art    

How can young children learn from objects? This session, 
specifically crafted for early childhood educators, will 
answer this question through exploration, discovery, and 
play in our galleries. 

Meet Me Down at Coney Isle:    new  
A Playful Discovery of Place 

Explore Coney Island: Visions of an American 
Dreamland, 1861–2008 (see page 6) through visual 
investigations of key objects that reveal the multidisciplinary 
nature of the exhibition. This workshop is available from 
January 31 to May 31, 2015. 

Homeschooler’s Toolbox    

A “Learning to Look” training for homeschooling parents, 
this session provides the foundational principles for drawing 
meaning from works of art to address various academic 
subjects. Participants will receive a complimentary disc 
of images from our permanent collection for at-home use. 

Out and About    

Think outside the box! Our educators will come to your 
school to facilitate any of the topics listed above. A slide 
projector and laptop must be provided. Offsite 
presentations last up to 3.5 hours.

www.thewadsworth.org/teachers

“This workshop provided excellent guidance for 
starting and supporting deep looking at artworks. 
I’m excited to approach art as a reading of a ‘text’ 
and to use it as a springboard for vocabulary and 
critical-thinking development.”

Teacher Programs continued

“Art is an important medium for children’s learning. 
It encourages visual stimulation, creative thinking, 
fine motor skills, and collaboration. This workshop 
was so inspiring and validated what I try to do daily 
with my students.”
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EDUCATOR ONE-ON-ONES    
Spend some quality time with one of our museum 
educators to plan a lesson centered on works of art from 
our permanent collection. Participants are required to 
provide in advance the student learning objectives or 
curriculum standards they wish to address. 

Fee: $15/hour. Up to two hours. 

Call (860) 838-4170 to schedule your appointment 
today. One-on-Ones require a minimum of four weeks 
advance booking. 

Orientation Tours  
For teachers who plan on bringing their students to the 
museum for a docent-guided visit, this one-hour docent-led 
tour models the questioning and discussion strategies 
used with students that address the specific theme of the 
upcoming school tour. Teachers may book orientations 
to any of the offered school tours on page 11. 

Fee: $6/teacher

Call (860) 838-4046 to schedule today. Reservations must 
be made at least three weeks in advance.

“Any day in an art museum rejuvenates my spirit so 
that my students can see my enthusiasm for what I 
teach them every day. Today I saw art with new 
eyes. It broadened my perspective and allowed me 
the freedom to absorb the energy of the artworks.”    

Teacher Programs continued
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Mailing List  
Sign up for our teacher mailing list to receive reminders of 
upcoming school and teacher events via e-mail and post. 
E-mail teachers@wadsworthatheneum.org to join. Kindly 
provide your name, school, mailing address, telephone 
number, and preferred e-mail address.

Teacher Discovery Pass 
Book a docent-guided visit for your students and receive a 
Teacher Discovery Pass. This one-time free pass allows you 
to explore our permanent collection and special exhibitions 
as you plan curricular connections to be made back in the 
classroom. This pass expires the day before your class visit.

Free Family Passes 
All students who visit for a docent-guided tour receive 
a free pass to return to the museum, where they are 
encouraged to act as tour guides for their families. Passes 
are given to teachers upon the completion of their class visit. 

A $3 fee will be added to all admission prices during our two annual 
fundraisers, Festival of Trees & Traditions (December 5–14, 2014) and 
Fine Art & Flowers (May 1–3, 2015).

School Library ARTpass    
School libraries can purchase a museum ARTpass for 
circulation within their academic institution. Each pass 
provides free general admission to two adults and two 
youth age 17 and younger. Foster family learning by calling 
(860) 838-4076. Limited to one pass per school.

Fees: August–December 2014: $10
   January–December 2015: $25

Images of Our Permanent Collection    
Place the museum and its artworks at the heart of student 
learning—your classroom! Reserve a complimentary 
PowerPoint of images from our permanent collection 
by calling (860) 838-4170. Limited to one copy per 
educator. Available while supplies last. 

Classroom Resources and Lesson Plans            
Our online collection of teacher resources provides  
you with creative strategies for effectively addressing 
student learning objectives through the visual arts. 
Inspire your students to view art from all angles  
as they study works from our permanent collection.  
Visit www.thewadsworth.org/teacherresources  
to browse our current collection of curriculum materials 
and download a few today!

Auerbach Art Library 
Our 43,000-volume library is one of the most 
comprehensive museum libraries in New England.  
The library is open to the public on Wednesdays  
and Thursdays from 11:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. Call  
(860) 838-4115 for more information. 

Educator Memberships 
Discounted museum memberships are available for 
professional educators at individual ($35) and household 
($50) levels. Benefits include the following: free general 
admission to the museum and The Amistad Center for 
Art & Culture; invitations to members-only events; 
discounted admission to films and other paid events; the 
quarterly Members Calendar; and a ten percent discount at 
The Museum Shop and in the Café. Educators must provide 
a valid school e-mail address. For more information, call 
our Membership Office at (860) 838-4171. 

www.thewadsworth.org/teachers

Teacher resources 

“I now have resources that can be used to broach topics 
involved with social studies, math, science, language 
arts, etc. By using pieces of art to introduce a topic, to 
tie it to prior knowledge, or to encourage independent 
thought, I have realized that there are unlimited ways 
to use the visual arts to stimulate students.”
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Our docent-guided visits address Common Core State 
Standards, the national curriculum guidelines adopted by 
the State of Connecticut. Tours also link to the standards 
outlined in the Connecticut State Department of 
Education’s Arts Curriculum Framework from March 
1998 and its Social Studies Curriculum Framework 
revised in July 2011 as well as the voluntary National Core 
Arts Standards established in 2014. 

Common Core State Standards for  
English Language Arts
PREKINDERGARTEN–GRADE 12
• Reading Standard for Informational Text: Key Ideas 

and Details, 1 
• Reading Standard for Informational Text: Key Ideas 

and Details, 2 
• Speaking and Listening Standard: Presentation of 

Knowledge and Ideas, 4

PREKINDERGARTEN–GRADE 4
• Speaking and Listening Standard: Comprehension 

and Collaboration, 3

PREKINDERGARTEN–GRADE 3 
• Speaking and Listening Standard: Comprehension 

and Collaboration, 1b
• Speaking and Listening Standard: Comprehension 

and Collaboration, 2 

PREKINDERGARTEN–GRADE 2  
• Speaking and Listening Standard: Comprehension 

and Collaboration, 1a

PREKINDERGARTEN–KINDERGARTEN  
• Speaking and Listening Standard: Presentation of 

Knowledge and Ideas, 6

GRADES 1–12  
• Speaking and Listening Standard: Comprehension 

and Collaboration, 1c

GRADES 3–12  
• Speaking and Listening Standard: Comprehension 

and Collaboration, 1d

Connecticut Visual Arts Standards 
PREKINDERGARTEN–GRADE 4  
• Content Standard 2c: Elements and Principles:  

Use the elements of art and principles of design to 
communicate ideas.

• Content Standard 5b: Analysis, Interpretation, and 
Evaluation: Describe visual characteristics of works 
of art using visual art terminology. 

GRADES 3–4  
• Content Standards 2a and 2b: Elements and Principles: 

Identify the different ways visual characteristics  
are used to convey ideas and describe how different 
expressive features, and ways of organizing them, cause 
different responses. 

• Content Standard 5d: Analysis, Interpretation, and 
Evaluation: Describe their personal responses to specific 
works of art using visual art terminology.

GRADE 4 
• Content Standard 5c: Analysis, Interpretation,  

and Evaluation: Recognize that there are different 
responses to specific works of art.

GRADES 5–8 
• Content Standard 2b: Elements and Principles: 

Recognize and reflect on the effects of arranging visual 
characteristics in their own and others’ work 

• Content Standard 3b: Content: Consider and compare 
the sources for subject matter, symbols, and ideas in 
their own and others’ work. 

• Content Standards 5a–e: Analysis, Interpretation, and 
Evaluation: Compare and contrast purposes for 
creating works of art; describe and analyze visual 
characteristics of works of art using visual art 
terminology; compare a variety of individual responses 
to, and interpretations of, their own works of art and 
those from various eras and cultures; describe their 
own responses to, and interpretations of, specific works 
of art; and reflect on and evaluate the quality and 
effectiveness of their own and others’ work using 
specific criteria (e.g., technique, formal and expressive 
qualities, content). 

GRADES 9–12  
• Content Standard 2a: Elements and Principles: 

Judge the effectiveness of different ways of using 
visual characteristics in conveying ideas.

• Content Standards 4a–c: History and Cultures: 
Analyze and interpret art works in terms of form, 

Addressing State and National curriculum Standards  
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cultural and historical context, and purpose; analyze 
common characteristics of visual arts evident across 
time and among cultural/ethnic groups in order to 
formulate analyses, evaluations, and interpretations  
of meaning; and compare works of art to one another 
in terms of history, aesthetics, and culture.

• Content Standards 5a–c: Analysis, Interpretation, and 
Evaluation: Research and analyze historic meaning 
and purpose in varied works of art; reflect critically on 
various interpretations to better understand specific 
works of art; and defend personal interpretations using 
reasoned argument. 

• Content Standard 6a: Connections: Analyze and compare 
characteristics of the visual arts within a particular 
historical period or style with ideas, issues, or themes 
of that period or style.  

Connecticut Social Studies Standards  
• 1.1 Significant events and themes in United States history
• 1.2 Significant events in local and Connecticut history 

and their connections to United States history
• 1.3 Significant events and themes in world history/

international studies
• 1.5 Interaction of humans and the environment
• 1.13 The characteristics of and interactions among 

culture, social systems, and institutions
• 2.1 Access and gather information from a variety of 

primary and secondary sources
• 2.2 Interpret information from a variety of primary 

and secondary sources
• 3.1 Use evidence to identify, analyze, and evaluate 

historical interpretations

National Core Arts Standards for the Visual Arts 
ANCHOR STANDARD FOR PRESENTING
• 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of 

artistic work

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR RESPONDING
• 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work
• 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work

ANCHOR STANDARD FOR CONNECTING
• 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, 

cultural, and historical context to deepen understanding

To request a list of state and national curriculum 
standards addressed through our other programs, please 
e-mail teachers@wadsworthatheneum.org. 

www.thewadsworth.org/teachers

Addressing State and National curriculum Standards continued
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Julius Leblanc Stewart
American, 1855–1919
On the Yacht “Namouna,” Venice, 1890
Oil on canvas; 56 x 77 in. 
The Ella Gallup Sumner and Mary  
Catlin Sumner Collection Fund, 1965.32
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Portrait of a Lady 
(Mrs. Seymour Fort), c. 1780
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Ernst Ludwig Kirchner
German, 1880–1938
Suburb of Berlin, 1912
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Thank You to Our Supporters 

Major support for Wadsworth Atheneum education 
programs is provided by The Hartford, the Maximilian 
E. and Marion O. Hoffman Foundation, Travelers, 
Aetna, Lincoln Financial Foundation, the J. Walton 
Bissell Foundation, and Wells Fargo. 

Additional support is provided by the Fisher 
Foundation; the Ensworth Charitable Trust, Bank of 
America, N.A., Trustee; the Ellen Jeanne Goldfarb 
Charitable Trust; the George A. & Grace L. Long 
Foundation (Bank of America and Alan S. Parker, 
Co-Trustees); and The Charles Nelson Robinson Fund, 
Bank of America, Trustee. Program supplies are 
generously donated by S&S Worldwide.

General Operating Support for the Wadsworth 
Atheneum is provided in part by the Greater Hartford 
Arts Council’s United Arts Campaign and the 
Connecticut Department of Economic and Community 
Development Office of the Arts, which also receives 
support from the National Endowment for the Arts, 
a federal agency. 


